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What is the Private Sponsorship of Refugees (PSR) Program? 

Who can sponsor refugees? 

Iƻǿ Řƻ L ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ŀ άǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎέ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜΚ 

Iƻǿ Řƻ L ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ŀ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ άƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘέΚ 

What are my settlement responsibilities? 



Canadian Refugee Resettlement  

Canadian 
Resettlement  

Program:  

Privately 
Sponsored 

Refugees (PSR) 

Blended Visa Office 
Referred (BVOR) 

Joint Assistance 
Sponsorship (JAS)  

Government 
Assisted 

Refugees (GAR) 

Funded by: Private sponsors ü 6 months income support 
from government 

ü 6 months income support 
from sponsors 

Government Government 

Settlement 
Support by: 

Private sponsors  Private sponsors  ü Initial settlement 
support by 
Government-
funded 
organizations, then 
by Private 
Sponsors  

Government-
funded 

organizations 

Referred to 
Citizenship and 
Immigration 
Canada (CIC) 
by: 

Private sponsors UNHCR UNHCR UNHCR  

Are the 
refugees known 
to the sponsor? 

Yes No No No 
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What is the Private  
Sponsorship of Refugees?  

The resettlement of a refugee to Canada, in which 
financial costs and settlement support are provided by 

private groups or organizations. 
 

 

© Eskinder Debebe 

 

Å Sponsoring groups must provide 

financial support for 12 

months or until the refugee 

becomes self-sufficient 

(whichever comes first).  

Å Exception: To sponsor 

refugees through the BVOR 

program, sponsoring groups 

must provide financial 

support for 6 months. 

 

Å Sponsoring groups must provide 

settlement support for 12 

months  

 

 



Sponsorship Agreement Holder (SAH) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         Group of Five 

            Community Sponsor 

An incorporated organization that has signed an 
Agreement to sponsor refugees with the 

Government of Canada 

A group that has been authorized by a SAH to 
sponsor refugees under its Agreement 

Five Canadian citizens or permanent 
residents 

Any organization, association or 
corporation 

Who can sponsor refugees?  

A person or group that has been authorized by 
a SAH to sponsor refugees under its Agreement  

Constituent Group (CG) 

Co-sponsor 

& 
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What are the differences between 
these groups?  

Sponsorship Agreement Holders 

(SAHs) 
(and their Constituent Groups  

& Co-sponsors) 

Groups of Five  

& 

 Community Sponsors 

Already have an agreement to sponsor  

Limitations on number of refugees that can 
be sponsored (except for Syrians and Iraqis) 

Can sponsor Blended Visa Office-Referred 
(BVOR) & Joint Assistance Sponsorship 

(JAS)cases 

Refugee applicants do not need to already 
have refugee status & proof of this status 

Assessed as sponsors with each application 

Number of refugees that can be sponsored  
ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ 

Cannot sponsor BVOR & JAS refugees 

Refugee applicants must already have 
refugee status & have proof of this status 

Temporary Exemption: Syrians and Iraqis do not 
need refugee status or proof of status 

Will be able to sponsor Syrian BVOR cases; more 
details will be available in the coming weeks 



Which group should you choose?  

Do you have a specific refugee or refugee family that you would like to sponsor? 

Yes No 

 
You can only 

sponsor through a: 
 

V SAH 
 

* Temporary 
exemption for 

Syrians and Iraqis 

 
You can sponsor 

through a: 
 

V Group of Five  
V Community 

Sponsor 
V SAH 

 

Yes No Connect you with: 
A) the family 

member of a 
refugee here in 
Canada who 
needs 
sponsorship 
assistance 

B) a refugee that 
has contacted 
them. 

 
 
 
 

Sponsor a 
BVOR or JAS 

case 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Do they have a refugee 
status recognition 

document? 

Try to find a SAH. 
Ask them if you can work 

with them to either: 



Sponsoring a ñspecificò refugee 
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How do you sponsor a refugee  
you already know?  

Does the Principal Applicant have: 
VάwŜŦǳƎŜŜ {ǘŀǘǳǎέ  
V Proof of this refugee status (a refugee status recognition document) that was issued to 

them by either the UNHCR or a government? 
 

Yes No 

 
You can sponsor 

through a: 
 

GROUP OF FIVE,  
COMMUNITY 

SPONSOR 
or 

SAH 

 

 
Try to find a SAH. 

Ask them if you can sponsor the refugees under 
their Agreement with CIC 

 

* As of Sept. 19, Syrian and Iraqi asylum 
seekers without refugee status can be 
sponsored by any sponsoring group 

 



How does someone get  
 ñrefugee statusò? 

 

1.   Usually, through an interview in the country that they are living in  now to 
determine whether they meet the refugee definition. This process is conducted 
by either:  

a) The Government of the country 

b) The UNHCR (United Nations Refugee Agency) 

c) No one 

2. Sometimes, refugee status is determined on ŀ άprima facieέ ōŀǎƛǎ όŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ 
declaration) 

 

ÅSince 2012, to be sponsored by a Group of Five or Community Sponsor, the 
Principal Applicant MUST have a REFUGEE STATUS RECOGNITION DOCUMENT 
unless they are Syrian or Iraqi, as there is currently a temporary exemption of 
this regulation for Syrians and Iraqis. 

ÅGroups of Five or Community Sponsor applications without a copy of this 
document are not accepted by CIC (unless they are for Syrian or Iraqi refugees) 

 



 
- A document that indicates that a person has been 

determined to be a refugee by the UNHCR or by a 
foreign government. 

 
- Proof of άǊŜŦǳƎŜŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎέ 
 
- Refugee status recognition documents should not be 
ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ά¦bI/w ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎέ 
 

 
Without ǇǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ άǊŜŦǳƎŜŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΣέ ŀǎȅƭǳƳ ǎŜŜƪŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ 
only be sponsored by SAHs, with the temporary 
exception for Syrians and Iraqis 

 
 

 
 
 

What is a ñrefugee status 
recognitionò document? 



Sponsorship Agreement Holder (SAH) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         Group of Five 

            Community Sponsor 

An incorporated organization that has signed an 
Agreement to sponsor refugees with the 

Government of Canada 

A group that has been authorized by a SAH to 
sponsor refugees under its Agreement 

Five Canadian citizens or permanent 
residents 

Any organization, association or 
corporation 

Who can sponsor without a refugee status 
recognition document?  

A person or group that has been authorized by 
a SAH to sponsor refugees under its Agreement  

Constituent Group (CG) 

Co-sponsor 

& Principal refugee applicant does NOT 
require a refugee status recognition 

document 

Principal refugee applicant 
requires a refugee status 
recognition document 

(Temporary Exception:  Syrian 
and Iraqi refugee applicants) 


